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Amendments to the Claims 

Please replace the previous set of pending clainis with the foUowing complete set of pending claims. 

1. (Cune^y Amended) A p«-closed absorbent article for fitting about a wearer's body to contain 
excreta^d/or bodily exudates, comprising: 

a conLment assembly having a front waist region, a back waist region opposed to the front 
waistVgion, a crotch region disposed between the front waist region and the back waist 
regionX front end edge, a back end edge, side edges comprising portions defining leg 
openings\hen the absorbent article is closed. leg opening margins, a longitudinal 
centerline, aNateral centerline. a topsheet, a backsheet, and an absorbent core disposed at 
least partially between the topsheet and the backsheet, 
at least one of the \g opening margins having an elastic extensibiKty of at least about 60 
percent when theWbeni article is elastically extended laterally by a 5 kg lateral 
spreading force appli\at an uppermost distal poi»t of each of the leg opening margins^ 

.nr.. le.. caff W r ^ -^"^^ ^^t^^ihi1i^- of ^^^^^ «'>""^ ^ P«"=^"^ "fa^" 
.K ^ort^r article is eb^HAlW extended l aterally bv the 5 kfr lateral spreading force, 
■.,uL;„ ,...,tTfrirSr gr.v.r .t least nne of the portions nf on., of the side edges 

^ — 

Hftfinm p one of tb e lepr openings. 



2, (Cancelled) 

3. (Cuaently Amended) 

cuff is curved. 



The absorbent article okclaim 5 1 wherein at least a portion of the outer leg 





4. 


(Cancelled) \ 




5. 


(Cunently Amended) The absorbent article of claim -^\wherein the outer leg cuff is discrete. 




6. 


(Original) The absorbent article of claim 5 wherein the oo^eg cuff has fir.t and second ends joined 






to encircle at least one of the leg openings. \ 



7. (Currently Amended) The absorbent aitide of claim 2 1 whe^m the outer leg cuff compnses a 



laminate. 
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8. (Cun\uy Amended) The absorbent article of claim 3 i wherein the outer leg cuff is differentially 
elastifialiy cxteosible. 



9. (Original) -nW absorbent article of claim 8 wherein the outer leg cuff comFises at least a first portion 

having an eU«tic extensibility of at least about 100 percent. 

10. (Original) The absorbent article of claim 1 wherein the leg opening margin is differentially 
elastically extensu; 

11. (Original) The absorb^Jt article of claim 10 wherein the leg opening margin comprises at least three 

portions having differential elastic extensibility. 

12. (Original) The absorbent \tiicle of claim 11 wherein at least one of the three portions of the leg 
opening margin has an elasO*^ extensibility of at least about 100 percent. 

13 (Original) The absorbent article of claim 1 wherein at least one of the leg openit»gs has an 

orientation angle of about 30 dWes or less when the absorbent article is elastically extended 
laterally by the 5 kg lateral spreadi^ force. 

14 (Original) The absorbent article of clL 1 having a crotch region flat lateral width equal to or less 

than about 30% of an overall flat later^width of the absorbent article when the absorbent article is 
elastically extended laterally by the 5 kg\ateral spreading force. 

15. (Original) A pre-closed absorbent article forYing about a weaier-s body to contain excreta and/or 

bodily exudates, connprising: 

a) a containment assembly having a front vUst region, a back waist region opposed to the front 
waist region, a crotch region disposed ^een the front waist region and the back waist 
region, a fixjnt end edge, a back end edk side edges comprising portions defmiog leg 
openings when the absorbent article is Wed. leg opening margins, a longitudinal 
centerline. a lateral centerline, a topsbeet. a Wksheet. and an absorbent core disposed at 
least partially between the topsheet and the Wksheet, at least one of the leg opening 
margins having an elastic extensibiUty of at lei^t about 60 pertrent when the absorbent 
article is elastically extended laterally by a 5 l^^laieral spreading force appUed at an 
uppermost distal point of each of the leg opening mafrins; and 
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b) at lei one curved discrete outer leg cuff having an elastic extensibility of at least about 60 

perceA when the absorbent article is elastically extended laterally by the 5 kg lateral 

spreadiL force, the outer leg cuff being wrapped over at least one of the portions of one of 

the^ideWs defining one of the leg openings, the outer leg cuff comprising first and 

second en\s joined to encircle at least one of the leg openings. 

16. (Original) An absoiLt article for fitting about a wearer's body to contain excr^ 
exudates, comprising! 

a containment asslbly having a front waist region, a back waist region opposed to the front 
waist region, a Itch region disposed between the ftont waist region and the back waist 
region, a front enkedge. a back end edge, side edges comprising portioos defining leg 
openings when the korbcnt article is closed, leg opening margins, a fastening system, a 
longitudinal centerlini a lateral centerline. a topsheet. a backsheet. and an absorbent core 
disposed at least partially between the topsheet and the backsheet, 

at least one of the leg opeUg margins having an elastic exteosibUity of at least about 60 
percent when the absor^nt article is elastically extended laterally by a 5 kg lateral 
spreading force applied at uppermost distal point of each of the leg opening margins. 

17. (Original) The absorbent article of cl^^m 16 wherein the leg opening margin is differentially 

elastically extensible. 

18. (Original) TheabsorbentarticleofclaimVwhereinthelegopeningmargincomprisesat 

portions having differential elastic extenSbtlity. 

19 (Original) The absorbent article of claim\ 16 wherein at least one of the leg openings has an 

orientation angle of about 30 degrees or l^s when the absorbent article is elastically extended 
laterally by the 5 kg lateral spreading force. 

20 (Original) Tl.e absorbent article of claim 16 ha vL a crotch region flat lateral width equd to or 1^^ 

than about 30% of an overall flat lateral width o^^e absorbent article when the absorbent amcle ,s 
elastically extended laterally by the 5 kg lateral spreading force. 

21 (Previously Added) The absorbent article of claim ibfurther comprising at least one substantially 

straight discrete outer leg cuff wrapped over at leastWe of the portions of one of the side edges 
defining one of the leg openings, tite outer leg cuff Wing a first end disposed in an upper 
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front qiAdrant of a circumference of the one of the leg openings and a second end disposed in a 
back quilt of the circumference of the one of the leg openings to at least partially encircle the 
one of the Ick openings. 

22. (Previously Addeio The absorbent article of claim 17 further comprising at least one substantially 

straight discrete^ leg cuff v^rapped over at least one of the portions of one of the side edges 
defining one of th^eg openings, the outer leg cuff comprising a first end disposed in an upper 
front quadrant of a c\curoference of the one of the leg openings and a second end disposed in a 
back quadrant of the ci^umference of the one of the leg openings to at least partiaUy encircle the 
one of the leg openings. 

23. (Previously Added) The abso^ent article of claim I funher comprising at least one outer leg cuff 

comprising an incrementally sketched laminate having an elastic extensibility of at least about 60 
percent when the absorbent article is elastically extended laterally by the 5 kg lateral spreading 
force. 

24. (Previously Added) The absorbent aiLle of claiin 23 wherein at least a portion of the outer leg cuff 

is wrapped over at least one of theyortioos of one of the side edges defining one of the leg 

openings. 

25. (Previously Added) The absorbent article\f claim 24 wherein the outer leg cuff is folded such that a 

free edge of the outer leg cuff is disposed yjacent to an inner surface of the containment 
assembly. 

26. (Previously Added) The absoibem article of cl\jm 25 wherein at least a portion of the outer leg cuff 

is continuous with the backsheet 

27. (Previously Added) The absorbent article of claimW finther coniprising at least one outer leg cuff 

comprising an incrementally stretched laminate haV ng an elastic extcnsibiUty of at least about 60 
percent when the absorbent article is elastically extended laterally by the 5 kg lateral spreading 
force. 

28. (Previously Added) The absorbent article of claim 27 wLreln at least a portion of the outer leg cuff 

is wrapped over at least one of the portions of one of tb^^side edges defining one of the leg 

openings- 



Received Iroin < 513 626 3004 > at $f21/03 10:12:07 AM [Eastern DayOgtit rime] 



MftY-21-2003 10:23 PROCTER & GAMBLE 513 626 3004 P. 08/19 



Applicatidr No. 09/897,823 « «f " 

Response diucd 20 May 2003 
Response to^cc action mailed 24 February 2003 

29 (P,«viousVdd«i) TT^absorbe»tarticlecfclaun28whereintheouterlegcuffisfoldeds«chthata 
free edge \che outer leg cuff is disposed adjacent to an inner surface of the containment 

assembly. 

30. (Previously AddeLhe absorbent article of claim29 wherein at least a portion of the outer legcuff 

IS continuous with t^c backshcec 

31. (Previously Added) An\sorbent article for mting about a wearer's body to contain excreta and/o^ 

bodily exudates, coinprisitig: 

a containment assernbAhaving a front waist region, a back waist region opposed to the front 
waist region, a crotcv\region disposed between the front waist region and the back waist 
region, side edges cotnW ^^'^'"'^ 

closed. leg opening margL. a topsheet, a backsheet, and an absorbent core disposed at least 
partially between the topsh^t and the backsheet. and 
at least one outer leg cuff compW an incrementally stretched laminate. 

32 (Previously Added) The absorbent artii of claim 3 1 wherein at least a portion of the outer leg cuff 

is wrapped over at least one of the porti^ of one of the side edges defming one of the leg 

Openings. 

33 (Previously Added) The absorbent article of 32 wherein the outer leg cuff is folded such that a 

free edge of the outer leg cuff is disposed adjLent to an inner surface of the contanu«ent 

assembly. 

34. (Previously Added) T..e absorbent article of claim^ >vherein at least a portion of the outer leg cuff 

is continuous with the backsheet 

35. (Previously Added) A pte^losed absorbent article forW about a wearer's body to contain 

excreta and/or bodUy exudates, comprising: \ 

a contaimnent assembly having a front waist regiok a back waist regiot. opposed to the front 
waist region, a crotch region disposed between ^ite front waist region and the back warst 
region, side edges comprising portions defining lekopenings when the absorbent article ts 
closed, leg opening margins, a topsheet, a backsheet,y an absorbent core disposed at least 
partially between the topsheet and the backsheet. and 
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at leas\one outer leg cuff comprising an incrementally stretched laminate. 

36 (Previously Axid^) m absorbent article of claim 35 wherein at least a portion of the outerleg cuff 
■ is wrapped ov^east one of the portions of one of the side edges defining one of the leg opemngs. 



37. (Previously Added) Thft absorbent 
free edge of the outer leg^aiff is 



article of claim 36 wherein the outer leg cuff is folded such that a 
disposed adjacent to an inner surface of the containment assembly. 



38. (Previously Added) Theabsofl»nt 
is continuous with the backsheet. 



article of claims? wherein at least a portion of the outer leg cuff 
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